The successful Dictionary of Biology (BLV Verlagsgesellschaft, Mfinchen 1976) has appeared after five years in the second edition. The main design of the Dictionary is to provide a representative selection from the huge vocabulary of the biological sciences for use by all those who work in this field, including translators and interpreters. The authors of the dictionary could not iam at completeness because of the immense amount of biological nomenclature and expressions ofbiologicallanguage andalso jargon used by specialists. Nevertheless, care was taken to obtain a proportionate selection of terms of individual branches of biology. Reasonably limited is the choice of items in systematies and anatomy. E.g. only phyla, divisions, and some classes of plants and animals were included. Nevertheless, a short guide or bibliography in the introduction showing selected specialized sources of botanical and zoological systematic nomenclature may be useful for readers looking for genera names and common local names. Modern areas of topical interest, e.g. environmental science, ecology, ethology, etc. are treated more comprehensively than other sciences.
I feeI that the biologists of all interests will find also the second edition of the Dictionary of Biology useful and necessary in their activity.
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